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Medical summit to focus on pediatric cancer fight

Goal is to overcome obstacles to treatment

By U5 REPs. MICHAEL McCAUL and MOIE SESTAK
Congrasstonal Pedistric Cancsr Caucus
Sept. 14, 2010, 923
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fellow students were moving on to chapter books, Max was barshy
sblz to gat through Green Eggs and Ham. His father, Dawid,
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5 D'-E'?.I{:ID.IJE- / Digg suspectad Max onhy read certsin sentences because he had
Twitter memorized them and merely recited them. Maturally, Max, who less

Facebook G Stumblelpon than two years earlier had scored in the 35th percentils in &

= Email kindergarten entrance aptitwds t=st, began to detest reading. He

recognized the growing gap betwssn him and his pesrs and as
happsns with many studsnts who fall behind, Max started to fesl s2lf-
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Cawid and his wife Annamarie brought Max to a3 neuropsychologist

who evalested Max's condition. The test, which cost thowsands of

dollars, was onginalhy conducted to ses whether Max suffaersd from

chemo brain, a term which describes changss in the brain caussd by

chemotharapy. In 2007, the day before his 4th birthdsy, Max had
b==n disgnosed with 3 rare B-c2ll Lymphoma, which was stage fowr and never before se=n by Memonial Skoan
Kettering Cancer Cantar, Max fought the disesse for more than teo years, While he and his famiby are grateful for
Max's recoveny, his remission is tempersd by a lifetime of unknown side-=ffects from both the disesss and the
trestment.

Thizs is the bitterswest reality for thres out of every five chikdren who swrvive chikdhood cancer but expenience long-
term effects, some of which ars life-threatening. Pedistric cancer still takes the lives of tod many kids, and remains
the leading killer of children by disesse. While we are thankiul for the significant advances in trestments for some
childhood cancers, we have much more to learn before sll disgnesed children will have the sbility to live full and
happy lives.

The main obstacle is funding. Hundreds of billions of dollars are spent each year on cancer trestment and ressarch,
but studies and drug development specific to pedistric cancers remain wesfulhy underfunded. Unfortunatehy, new
drugs and treatments are few and far between, largehy becauss private companies lack the sbiliby to generats
significant profit from them. Drug companies have also besn reluctant to develop products specifically for childhood
cancer patients, in part becauss of the lisbiliny risk that they taks when testing dregs on youwng children.

Private organizations, such 3= The Max Cure Foundation founded by Max's famiby, have successfully raised monsy
for 3 vanety of childhood cancer programs. et the federal government has made onby wany modest investments in
res=3rch through the Mationsl Cancer Institute {MCI). For eveny sic research dollars per patient with AIDS and eveny
one research dollsr per patient with breast cancer, 3 child with cancer receives onhy 30 cents. To ws, and the families
of the 35 children disgnossd with cancer each day, it is clear that muech mors nesds to be dons to enswre acoess to
trestment and the opportunity to fulhy recowver.

That is why the bipartisan Congressional Pedistric Cancer Cawcus, which we founded last year, is convening a3
Childhood Cancer Summit in Washington on S=pt. 18 In observance of Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, top
doctors and ressarchers from across the country representing institutions such = Memorisl Sloan Kettening in Mew
“ork, Howston's M.C. Anderson and Texas Children’s Hospital and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphis will join with
lzwmakers on Capitel Hill to bring attention to the challenges we face and ideas to solve them. We will discuss how we
can overcome the obstacles to drug development and acocess to treatments, and how we can ensure 3 better guality
of life for those who swrvive their fight with pedistric cancer.

The surmmit is critical in rasising the level of awarsness, not just among the gensral public, but slso among
policymakers. Ouwr goal is to fashion the recommendations from owr experts into 3 legislative agends and gain the
support of owr colleagues in the Howse and Senate.

Members of Congress nesd to wnderstand the importance of a rededication to pedistric cancer research and should
recognize that the nesds of children who confront this disssss are often vasthy different than those associsted with
other forms of cancer.

The future of Max and hundreds of thousands more of Amenics’s chikdren living with cancer depends on action from
both the public and private sectors. We hops that our summit and sustained focus on this isswe will help to eliminsts
childhood cancer and provids more of our nation’s youth with the opportunity to resch their full potentisl.

MoGawl 3 RBepubliczn from Austin, and Sesizk, 3 Democrst from Pennspdvania, ars founders and co-chairs of the
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Sie-year-old Max Plotkin was having trouble reading. Although his 4 I
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